
Need Ideas? Look here: 
Going to Church:  

ejbc.wordpress.com/ 

www.rfmq.org/ 

www.bethlehemchristmaslutheran.

org/ 

www.churchofscotland.org.il/

english/ 

www.taybeh.info/en/ 

tantur.org/  

Garden of Gethsemane, Jerusalem  

 

Less-Visited Places: 

www.jericho-city.org/english.php 

www.nablus.org/en/  

www.ramallah.ps/english.aspx 

vicbethlehem.wordpress.com/ 

www.nazarethvillage.com/ 

www.taybehmunicipality.org/ 

www.facebook.com/visithebron 

 
 

The Old City Market, Al-Khalil (Hebron)  

Methodist Federation for Social Action 

212 East Capitol Street, NE 

Washington, DC 20003  

mfsa@mfsaweb.org  

www.facebook.com/MFSAVoices or @MFSA Voices 

Planning a visit to Christ’s homeland? Look here: 

Visiting the places of Jesus’ ministry and Hebraic 

heritage is more than simply site-seeing for 

Christians. Some tour services provide packages 

which misrepresent Holy Land realities, match-

ing them to preconceptions or narrow agendas— 

all marketed as a great value to pilgrims. In the 

spirit of Christ’s ministry and of spiritual-growth, 

we offer this resource as a way to guide pilgrims 

toward a fruitful, dynamic trip. 

Find the Best Value: 
Budgeting & Airfare~ Trans-Atlantic plane tickets will be a 

major expense. Discount tour options may bundle flight ex-

penses neatly into their price, giving the illusion of value but the 

depth and variety of these packages are often limited. Make a 

trip that is worth crossing an ocean to do.  

Customize~ Instead of a discount bundle, get a ‘deal’ bun-

dle. Spend some time designing an option with locally-based 

tour providers and their faith-based partners. The total price in 

time and money will be slightly greater but satisfaction will be 

much greater. 

Adjust your lenses~ The Holy Land is too ripe with culture & 

history to be absorbed in a short time, yet some tour itineraries 

are crammed with archeological sites (and gift shops). Instead, 

find options that create meaningful experiences with both his-

torical and living cultures as well as fun & relaxation. Take-in a 

wide sample and allow time to digest each experience. 

Souvenirs~ Some large stores engage in questionable busi-

ness practices but offer ”list prices”. Visit smaller shops in old 

city areas but be prepared to haggle. Finding co-operatives that 

produce specialty wares is the best way to buy quality, afford-

able merchandise of that type. Visit all three kinds and compare. 

Keep the Experience ‘Real’:  
Homework, not Hype~ Tourists often visit a staged baptis-

mal site in the Galilee, lined with gift shops. The traditional bap-

tismal site is near Jericho: home to the Mt. of Temptation, 

choice fruits, Hisham’s palace historical site, and interesting 

people. The Holy Land is rich with stories, still untold. 

Fear Not~ Rely on providers with contact-points in an area to 

help gauge safety & feasibility. Some sources cater to or rely 

upon misconceptions about Palestinian communities to shape 

agendas. Pilgrims would benefit, be safe and welcomed in most 

municipalities. 

Attend Events~ Ruins are fascinating but, with so many cul-

tural institutions in the area, why not see a festival, concert, 

lecture, church-service, etc? Either local tour providers or locally

-connected partners can give your group insights.  

“I am setting a plumbline in 

the midst of my people…” 

Amos 7:8 



“Rock Bethlehem”, Christmas 2011 
 

Peace & Solidarity: 

www.eappi.org/ 

www.cpt.org/ 

www.icahd.org/ 

www.breakingthesilence.org.il/ 

www.nilin-village.org 

www.en.justjlm.org/  

www.jai-pal.org/ 

www.alhaq.org/ 

St. George  Slays the Dragon, Nazareth 

Interesting Institutions: 

www.nepto.ps/partners.php 

www.sabeel.org/ 

www.diyar.ps/ 

www.pilgrimsofibillin.org/ 

www.mots.org.il/Eng/  

www.sindyanna.com/ 

www.alaslah.org 

An Extensive List of Sites: 

www.seetheholyland.net/ 

 
Created by John Daniel Gore, Associate 
For Movement Building, MFSA 

The Liaison Office Office Can Help : 
Contact the Methodist Liaison Office-Jerusalem– located 

at The Tantur Ecumenical Institute  

Janet Lahr-Lewis (admin@methodist-jer.org) & 

Rev. Kristen Brown (encounter@methodist-jer.org) 

 

…or like “Methodist Liaison Office in Jerusalem” on 

Facebook for more news, photos, and details. 

Beware the Museum Mentality~ People from many 

different but related faith-traditions live in the region. Try 

to connect with them as individuals─ living humans─ as 

much as possible. Ask permission before taking pictures 

and be reluctant to make assumptions. 

Embrace Politics’ Role in Faith~ Christ’s ministry un-

der Roman occupation called for social changes that were 

both spiritual and political. With open eyes, visitors can 

make illuminating comparisons between the Gospel con-

text and current political situations. 

Visit both Countries~ Palestinians and Israelis may 

have differing (or matching!) understandings of each coun-

try. Understand the United Nations’ perspective and posi-

tion but politely listen to local views in all areas. 

(November 29th 2012 UNGA Press Release: http://

www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2012/ga11317.doc.htm) 

Learn more about Ethical Tourism:  

www.pirt.ps has guidelines for pilgrims and their hosts. 

 

Understand, Pray, & Communicate 
Before Your Visit~ Research can be a great way to 

navigate the modern facets of your visit. Weigh many per-

spectives against each other but keep in mind that some 

biases are more prevalent (domestically) because of US 

and UK policy preferences. Seek more variety and expect 

to feel intellectually and emotionally challenged. 

During Your Visit~ If at any point you feel uncomfort-

able, make it a spiritual opportunity. Take time with the 

Holy Spirit to recall your expectations when you landed 

versus your first-hand experiences. Making an earnest visit 

takes courage. Find time to discuss thoughts with hosts or 

others in your group.  

Sharing Your Visit~ After a genuine experience, a pil-

grim’s views and feelings might be different than the 

‘dominant narrative’. Not everyone will have ears to hear. 

Stay in contact with others changed by the experience or 

still working in the region. Be patient with friends whose 

faith is still missing a pilgrimage as well as with those who 

are galvanized for activism. Our global community needs 

each and every faithfully discerning Christian. 

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2012/ga11317.doc.htm
http://www.pirt.ps

